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Peter Kosmala, CIPP
IAPP Assistant Director

Peter Kosmala is Assistant Director of the International Association of Privacy Professionals (IAPP), the world’s largest professional association in the privacy industry, representing over 6,000 members in businesses, government agencies, and academic and non-profit organizations from 50 countries. Mr. Kosmala oversees business development and product management for the IAPP with specific oversight of distance learning products, privacy certifications and industry awards programs. He also manages partnerships between IAPP and peer organizations in the information security, information auditing and legal compliance arenas as well as organizations based in the Asia-Pacific region.
As director of certification for the IAPP, Mr. Kosmala developed the first, broad-based professional credential in information privacy, the Certified Information Privacy Professional (CIPP) which launched in 2004. He since has developed credentialing programs for privacy in information technology (CIPP/IT), Canadian privacy (CIPP/C) and U.S. government privacy (CIPP/G). Today, he chairs four advisory boards and manages a team that oversees course training and exam administration for all IAPP certifications.

Kosmala has edited and published four reference works on behalf of the IAPP: three in support of the association’s privacy certifications and a fourth on global enforcement of privacy and security laws and regulations.  His own writing has appeared in the U.K. quarterly, Data Protection Law and Policy (Cecile Park Publishing, 2005), The Canadian Privacy Law Review (University of Ottawa, 2006), the American Society of Access Professionals’ ASAP News (ASAP, 2007) and Information Security Professional magazine (CXO Media, 2008).

Prior to joining the IAPP, Kosmala worked successfully in a variety of consulting, entrepreneurial and corporate environments. As managing director with investment bank Progress Partners, Kosmala advised business acquisition strategy and marketing technology integration for new media companies. As an associate with consulting company Upstream Group, he authored and administered professional development programs for sales and marketing executives in Internet publishing. 

Kosmala spent several years in software product management as director of product syndication for MyWay.com and advertising and marketing manager for Planet Direct – both properties of CMGI Inc., a leading Internet holding company in the 1990s. His roots are in the advertising and publishing businesses at ad agencies Wells Rich Greene BDDP and EURO RSCG/MVBMS Partners as well as pioneering technology publisher Wired magazine and Hotwired, the first advertising-supported Web publishing company.

Kosmala has spoken internationally on the topics of emerging advertising platforms, data management trends, privacy certification, strategies for data breach prevention, coordination between privacy and information security officers, and privacy and security issues in e-commerce. He holds a B.S. in electronic media from the University of Cincinnati where he also studied graphic design and industrial (product) design.
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